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MANDATORY (66% of total)

• Biggest programs – Social Security, 
Medicaid, Medicare – offer benefits to 
all who qualify

• Exceptions like TANF which is a “block 
grant” with a set amount

• Rules can be changed by executive order 
as well as legislation

Includes:
• Social Security
• Medicare
• Medicaid
• SNAP
• Unemployment Insurance
• Retirement for federal employees
• Student loans

DISCRETIONARY (27% of total)

• Congress sets spending limits every 
year

• Spending can be affected by executive 
order as well as legislation

Includes:
• Pentagon & Military
• Law Enforcement
• Education
• Transportation
• Housing 
• Environment
• Veterans’ Benefits
• Science

What are Mandatory and 
Discretionary Spending?







Anti-Poverty

Note: Does not include Medicaid, Medicare, Social Security, 
SNAP or TANF, which are mandatory spending.







Sources: OMB,  Bureau of Prisoners, National Priorities Project

Spending for federal prisons is more than 
7 times what it was in 1976.



Source: Prison Policy Initiative



Spending for border control, immigration, raids & 
deportations is more than 8 times what it was in 1976.



We could cut 

$14 billion from ICE and 
border patrol

And a large portion of the 
$179 billion we spend on mass 
incarceration

GeoGroup is a top federal prison 
contractor. 

CEO George Zoley makes $6 million.



Department of Defense 2018 Budget, 
$700 Billion







We Can Cut $350 Billion from the Military….

…and be safer than we are now.


