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Faith Resources

TO USE DURING ACTION
No Kings! Interfaith Litany
We Believe Statements
A Prayer for the People

. TO USE IN REFLECTION
No Kings Bible Scriptures & Study

This resources was compiled by organizers with The Kairos Center



https://kairoscenter.org/

Reader1:

Reader 2:

No Kings! Interfaith Litany

Written by Rev. Dr. Jessica Williams, Kairos Center

We stand today in the long tradition of prophets, spiritual leaders, and
freedom fighters from our sacred traditions who have, also, stood up to
the empires, kings, and unjust rulers of their day. Today we are taking to
the streets nationwide with a clear message: No Kings!

As we stand together today | invite you to join us. Each time we say “no
thrones! No crowns!” you respond with “NO KINGS!” This country does not
belong to strongmen. It belongs to the people and the people say no
thrones, no crowns

NO KINGS!

In Isaiah 10, the prophet declared, “Woe to those who join house to house,
who add field to field, until there is room for no one, and you are left to live
alone in the midst of the land.” And today we declare no thrones, no
crowns,

All:

NO KINGS!

Reader 2:

The Quran reads “Corruption has appeared on land and sea because of
what the hands of humans have wrought, that He may make them taste a
part of that which they have done, in order that they may return [to
guidance]” (Quran 30:41)." And today we declare no thrones, no crowns,

NO KINGS!

During his life of oppression under the Roman Empire, Jesus declared to
give to Caesar what is Caesar, but to God what is God’s, an anti-
imperialist teaching which acknowledges that all that is in the world
belongs to God and not to Caesar. Like Jesus, today we declare, no
thrones, no crowns

All:

NO KINGS!

Reader 2:

The Hindu scriptures state, “The absolute (Ruler), intoxicated with power,
ruins the [people]...There should be no absolute and unrestricted power”
(Shotopotho Brahmanaq, XIII:2—8). And today we declare, no thrones, no
crowns

NO KINGS!




Reader 2:

No Kings! Interfaith Litany

Written by Rev. Dr. Jessica Williams, Kairos Center

The ways of empires, kings, and unjust rulers of this world are not the ways
of love, justice, and mercy embodied in all of our sacred traditions. Instead
of money-hungry, power-grabbing, profit-seeking wanna-be kings, we are
here today to bear witness to a world of abundance and thriving for all
people and creation.

Our faith and spiritual traditions show us the ways of love,
interdependence, justice, and peace. Today we commit ourselves to
building this world in our nation, in our states, in our cities, and in our
neighborhoods: a society in which all people are free and can thrive in the
abundance of beauty and truth.




We Believe Statements

Written by Rev. Dr. Jessica Williams, Kairos Center

Option1
We believe that healthcare is a fundamental right, not a privilege. “Hands off Medicaid”

and all attacks on healthcare—every person deserves access to quality care, because all
God'’s children must be protected.

We believe that no child should go to bed hungry and that every child deserves a quality
education. It is immoral to steal resources from our communities while funneling money
into detention and deportation. “Thou shalt not steal”—we demand that our priorities be
set on feeding and educating our children, not harming them.

We believe that this moment demands moral clarity. We will not stand by while our
neighbors are deprived of their rights. “Woe to you who deprive people of their rights"—we
stand together to call for justice, dignity, and the protection of the most vulnerable.

We believe in an America where we care for one another, not one that divides and
destroys. Hands off our communities, hands off our rights, hands on healing, hands on
lifting each other up. We reject policies that harm the poor to serve the powerful.

We believe that now is the time for all hands on deck. The moral crisis of this moment
requires action—standing up, speaking out, and organizing together to build the just and
compassionate society that we all deserve.

Option 2
We believe that healthcare is a fundamental right. All of us deserve access to quality care.

We believe that all of our children deserve abundant, healthful food, a quality education
and an environment where they can flourish.

We believe in our right to thrive, not merely survive.

We believe in an America where we care for one another. We deserve a society where all
of our needs are met.

We believe that now is the time for all hands on deck. The moral crisis of this moment
requires action—standing up, speaking out, and organizing together to build the just and
compassionate society that we all deserve.

We believe that the society we deserve is possible. We will stand up, speak out and
organize to build the beloved community, here and now.




A Prayer for the People (And Against Kings)

Written by Adam Barnes, Kairos Center

God of Justice who despises the domination of kings
God of Liberation who leads us out of captivity and wants us all to share in God's
abundance.

In these dark times may we see clearly and lift our voices against the destructive ways
of Kings and Empire

Against the way that seeks peace through violence, war, and supremacy.

Against the way that believes prosperity comes from the exploitation of people,
destruction of land, hatred of the other, and division of our communities.

Let us remember that God’s peace is established through compassion and justice.

Let us remember that God’s prosperity is established by ensuring that we all have what
we need to thrive.

God’s love and abundance extends to all.

May we find the strength in ourselves and in each other to get organized and resist the
ways of Kings and Empire.

May we always care for and have compassion for each other, especially those
suffering and on the margins.

May we love and celebrate who we are and have the courage to come together across
the ways that we have been divided.

In the abiding love of our ancestor, drawing power from the struggles for justice and
freedom that came before us, we humbly pray.
Don’t lose hope, we were made for these times.

*This prayer can be followed by the song, “We Were Made for These Times,” featured
on the next page in this faith resource.




We Were Made For These Times

(and other arts & culture resources)

*This song can be can be proceeded by the prayer above

We Were Made for These Times

By Angela Gabriel

Text inspired by Clarisa Pinkola Estés in her powerful piece "Letter To A Young Activist
During Troubled Times"

Don’t give up hope, we were made for these times
Don’t give up hope, we were made for these times
Don't give up hope, we were made for these times
Show your soul, it shines like gold

In these dark times

Don’t lose heart
Don’t give up hope
We're marching for freedom

We're fighting for justice

(]
No Kings! Song &
Interested in more song & chant resources for your actions and movement spaces?
Download the song & chant sheet here
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Chant Sheet

Neighbor Neighbor Can’t You See (call and response)
[ Mare

Tie wersion of this song originated in 2014, when organscer
 focry Book beard an adaptation of the military cadence
“Wihat The dvmy Has Done To Me”as a Movement for
Black Lives action in Vermont - “manea, mama can’s o

[ cerobar ihe system’s done ro me”. At shés action be
[eecountered an army veteran who beard sn this adapeation a
[ conncction betuacen the state vilence be sarw in war, and the

[ state sanctioned poice brutalicy directed at marginalized
commanities. Reflecting on the movement for universal
bealtheare in Vermont, Book began 1o see politicians who demy

Rich Man’s House

Rally

By Minka Wiltz and the Economic Human Rights Chair o
the New Freedom Bus Tour

Rich Man'’s House Orl History Video

Rich Man’s House is a powerfi song that was birthed by poof
and bomeless familics of the Kensington Wetfare Righes
Union during the New Freedom Bus Tour in 1998 It isa
somg that [ifis up the potver of the 140 million poor and low
income people in this country who are organizing to take back
twhat is oxors. This song has been sung at state capitals, cviction

citizens a right to.
[ state wm[-f The song was then further adapted at an action
taken to pressre Vermont's governar to felfill a campaign

romite to bring undsersal bealth

it the by was changed to “neighbor, neighbor can & you

ce’, refecting solidarity across movements and wmmunitics
who sfer the results of politeeal megligence and
tate sanctioned violence,

are to the state, ar which

Neighbor neighbor can’t you sce
Democracy is what we need (2)

Oh.oh oh oh o, this power grab has got to go (2)

Healthcare isa human righe
“Thar's why today we stand and fight (2x)

Oh.oh oh oh oh, healthcare cuts have got to go (2x)

Neighbor neighbor can’c you see
Social security’s what we need

Oh.oh oh ol o, these billionaires have got to go (2x)

Education is a right
Thar's why today we stand and fight (2x)

Oh.oh oh oh o, privaization’s got to go (2x)

Neighbor neighbor can’t you see
Medicaid is what we need

Oh.oh oh oh oh, chese cuts have got to go (2x)

Ain't no way we're backing down

We're sising up the time is now (2x)

defense actions, i in homeless
encamprents to i ep e dignicy and humanity as poor
and dispossessed people in a cruelly enfust sociery. As e
leaders of the New Frecclom Bus Toer learned, the struggles
they were facing in Kensington and the injustices that they
were organizing 1o end were connccted to the struggles that
other poor and dispossessed people across the United States
Rich Man’s House became a symbo for the capitalit sstem
that has become all too comfortable with the learh of er
people at she bands of poverty, systemic racksm, militarssm
and ccological devastation. The ang became a declantion
that we wordd no longer allow this deaths dealing system 20
“walk all over me.” We sing this sang today todemand that
our ives and ur diguity b the guiding priovisy of our work

10 build the world our people need and deserce

Twent down to the rich man’s house
And Itook back what he scole from me
Took back my dignity

Took back my humanicy (2x)

And now it under my feet (where?)
Under my feet (where?)

Under my feet (where?)
Ain't gonna ke no system walk all over me

Went down to the ICE office
Went down to the DOGE office
Went down to Congress

Went down to the White House

Hands O (call and response) (C minor)
arch
By Joel McGlynn and Carrie Klein of Hot Glue & the Gun

Thissong was originally ariteen to be sung in the srects
during the national dayof action on Aprit 5, 2025. On that
day, thousands rose up across the country 1o confont the
Tivmp adwinéstration and Elon Musk's vuthless assantts on
Soctad Secuerity, Medicare, SNAP, reprociuctive fredorm, and
émamigrant and poor communitics. From coast o coast, people
took 10 the streets with vallies, marches, and popeup procets o
dermand justice and figh back. Joel and Carrie led this song
as partof the NYC may ing their wices alongside the
Kairas Center, NYC Poor Peaple’s Campasgr, Iglesia del
Pueblo, and otbers 0 lift a sound of defiance and bope in the
face of injustice

basic riff for call andl response

|Con-Bb\AB-GA (walk down - in the manner of “46 Tons")

bridge

|AB\Bb- (bt andlscap on 3)|

Cm Bb

HANDS OFF! - (HANDS OFF!)
Ab G7

our DEMOCRACY

HANDS OFF! - (HANDS OFF!)

our DEMOCRACY

HANDS OFF! - (HANDS OFE!)

our BELOVED COMMUNITY

Social Securisy
our Bodies

our Workers

our Trans Kids
our Public Lands
our Humanity
our Farmers

our Housing

bridge (every 3-4 times)
AbBb
our BELOVED COMMUNITY

Cm
says HANDS OFFL

Trump, You're Kingdom Must Come Down

Adaptation of the African American Spiritual “Satan Your

Kingdom Must Come Down”

Trump, you're kingdom must come down*
Trump, you're kingdom must come down
Oh Iheard the voice of the people say,

Trump you're kingdom must come down

Hared, you're kingdom must come down
Racism, you're kingdom must come down
Poverty, you're kingdom must come down

Greed, you're kingdom must come down

We'll shour, sl we tear your kingdom down
We'll shout, sl we tear your kingdom down
Oh Iheard the voice of the people say

We'll shout, il we tear your kingdom dovn
We'll pray, ‘il we tear your kingdom down
We'll march, il we tear your kingdom down

We'll sing, el e tear your kingdom dovn

*Can o use - gonna tear your kingdom down
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https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/No-Kings-June-2025_Songs-and-Chant-Sheet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxPSlilYtsI
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/No-Kings-June-2025_Songs-and-Chant-Sheet.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/No-Kings-June-2025_Songs-and-Chant-Sheet.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/No-Kings-June-2025_Songs-and-Chant-Sheet.pdf

No Kings Bible Scriptures

Texts from Prophets and About
the People Getting Organized

Context: The prophets were not solitary orators, but leaders connected to
movements of the poor and dispossessed. They were not just making generalized
moral statements, but calling out very specific leaders and regimes of power,
demanding deep transformative changes, and taking action to care for people and

realize God's kingdom on earth.

What Does God Say About the Extravagant Feasts and
Ceremonies of Kings?

Amos 5:21-25

I hate, | despise your feasts,
And | will take no delight in your solemn
assemblies.

Yeq, though ye offer me burnt-offerings
and your meal-offerings,

| will not accept them;

Neither will | regard the peace-offerings of
your fat beasts.

Take thou away from Me the noise of thy
songs;

And let Me not hear the melody of thy
psalteries.

But let justice well up as waters,
And righteousness as a mighty stream.

Did ye bring unto Me sacrifices and
offerings in the wilderness forty years,
O house of Israel?

Micah 6:6-8

6 “With what shall | come before the Lord
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall | come before him with burnt
offerings,

with calves a year old?

7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands
of rams,

with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall | give my firstborn for my
transgression,

the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?”

8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?




No Kings Bible Scriptures

Texts from Prophets and About
the People Getting Organized

When our leaders claim what they do is holy and just,
but ignore God’s justice.

Jeremiah 7:4-10

4 Do not trust in these deceptive words: “This is the temple of the Lord, the temple of
the Lord, the temple of the Lord.” 5 For if you truly amend your ways and your doings,
if you truly act justly one with another, 6 if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan,
and the widow or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other
gods to your own hurt, 7 then | will dwell with you in this place, in the land that | gave
to your ancestors forever and ever. 8 Here you are, trusting in deceptive words to no
avail. 9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal,
and go after other gods that you have not known 10 and then come and stand before
me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, “We are safe!”—only to go on
doing all these abominations?

Wealth should not be concentrated in the hands of
the few or those deemed “holy” but should be given
to the people in abundance.

2Kings 4:42-44

42 A man came from Baal-shalishah bringing food from the first fruits to the man of
God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to
the people and let them eat.” 43 But his servant said, “How can | set this before a
hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus
says the Lord: They shall eat and have some left.” 44 He set it before them; they ate
and had some left, according to the word of the Lord.




No Kings Bible Scriptures

Texts from Prophets and About
the People Getting Organized

Judgement for those who concentrate wealth and
deprive others of what we all need to thrive.

Isaiah 5:8-9 Isaiah 2:7-9

8 Woe to those who join house to house, 7 Their land is filled with silver and gold,
who add field to field, and there is no end to their treasures;
until there is room for no one, their land is filled with horses,
and you are left to live alone and there is no end to their chariots.
in the midst of the land! 8 Their land is filled with idols;
9 The Lord of hosts has sworn in my they bow down to the work of their
hearing: hands,
Surely many houses shall be desolate, to what their own fingers have made.
large and beautiful houses, without 9 And so people are humbled,
inhabitant. and everyone is brought low—
do not forgive them!




No Kings Bible Scriptures

Getting Free from Pharoah

Context: Those who fled Pharoah'’s Egypt,“were an extremely diverse group of people
(the mixed multitude, Erev Rav) who didn't worship the same God when they found
each other, but who built and constructed a new vision of God together, through
discovering a shared identity. And they did this through songs like Song of the Seaq,
Song of Deborah, and Hannah's Song. The songs are inviting folk to be part of things.”
(Daniel Jones, from the Freedom Church of the Poor Kings Bible Study)

God takes sides with the poor against
the arrogant and mighty

1Samuel 2:3-8 (Song of Hannah)

3 Do not go on boasting so very proudly,

Do not let arrogance come out of your mouth;
For the Lord is a God of knowledge,

And with Him actions are weighed.

4 The bows of the mighty are broken to pieces,
But those who have stumbled strap on strength.
5 Those who were full hire themselves out for bread,
But those who were hungry cease to be hungry.
Even the infertile woman gives birth to seven,
But she who has many children languishes.

6 The Lord puts to death and makes alive;

He brings down to Sheol and brings up.

7 The Lord makes poor and rich;

He humbles, He also exalts.

8 God raises the poor from the dust,

He lifts the needy from the garbage heap

To seat them with nobles,

And He gives them a seat of honor as an inheritance;
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s,

And He set the world on them.




No Kings Bible Scriptures

Getting Free from Pharoah

God defines godself with justice and liberation.

Exodus 20:2-4

2 lam the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of slavery; 3 you shall have no other gods before[a] me. 4 “You shall not make for
yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above or that is on
the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth.
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What the Bible Says
About Kings Study

This Bible study is intended to guide faith communities in deeper

reflection on the issues of this moment while declaring NO KINGS!
*Click on each session to recieve the digital download.

ice| Lovel
Do Justice; ;P

ﬁ:’mblg withGOD!

THE BIRTH OF A MOVEMENT: THE
RISE OF THE APIRU IN RESISTANCE
TO KINGS

Session 1

The Birth of a
Movement: The Rise
of the Apiru in
Resistance to Kings

B THE PROPHETIC AND
YPOLITICAL LEADERSHIP OF THE

/ POOR
[ SESSION FOUR: WHO ARE OUR LEADERS® !
E 1 Ra—

| Froedoom Church
of the Poor

Session 4

The Prophetic and
Political Leadership
of the Poor

il |||

4 i/ TR
SONGS OF FREEDOM: POOR PEOPLE’S
PRAYERS, SONGS, AND STRUGGLES

IN RESISTANCE TO KINGS ‘

SESSION TWO: WHO ARE OUR LEADERS? .

I

Session 2

Poor People’s

Struggles in
Resistance to Kings

SURVIVAL STRATEGIES &
‘%t MOVEMENT-BUILDING IN TIMES

OF CRISIS \[D)
RMY

SESSION FIVE: WHO ARE OUR LEADERS?
2 Poor Peaple's Campaign|

Session 5

Survival Strategies
& Movement-
Building in Time of
Crisis

G THE KINGDOM: &=
WHO IS THE TEMPLE FOR? &

SESSION FOUR: WHO ARE OUR LEADERS? [

Session 3
Establishing the
Kingdom: Who is
the Temple for?

Freed8m Church
of the Poor

Free&gm Shul
of the Poor

KAIRGS CENTER


https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-1_-The-Birth-of-A-Movement_-The-Rise-of-the-Apiru-in-Resistance-to-Kings.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-2_-Songs-of-Freedom_-Poor-Peoples-Prayers-Songs-and-Struggles-in-Resistance-to-Kings.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-3_-Establishing-the-Kingdom_-Who-is-the-Temple-for_-.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-4_-The-Prophetic-and-Political-Leadership-of-the-Poor.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-5_-Survival-Strategies-Movement-Building-in-Time-of-Crisis.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-1_-The-Birth-of-A-Movement_-The-Rise-of-the-Apiru-in-Resistance-to-Kings.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-1_-The-Birth-of-A-Movement_-The-Rise-of-the-Apiru-in-Resistance-to-Kings.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-1_-The-Birth-of-A-Movement_-The-Rise-of-the-Apiru-in-Resistance-to-Kings.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-1_-The-Birth-of-A-Movement_-The-Rise-of-the-Apiru-in-Resistance-to-Kings.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-2_-Songs-of-Freedom_-Poor-Peoples-Prayers-Songs-and-Struggles-in-Resistance-to-Kings.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-2_-Songs-of-Freedom_-Poor-Peoples-Prayers-Songs-and-Struggles-in-Resistance-to-Kings.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-2_-Songs-of-Freedom_-Poor-Peoples-Prayers-Songs-and-Struggles-in-Resistance-to-Kings.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-2_-Songs-of-Freedom_-Poor-Peoples-Prayers-Songs-and-Struggles-in-Resistance-to-Kings.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-3_-Establishing-the-Kingdom_-Who-is-the-Temple-for_-.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-3_-Establishing-the-Kingdom_-Who-is-the-Temple-for_-.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-3_-Establishing-the-Kingdom_-Who-is-the-Temple-for_-.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-4_-The-Prophetic-and-Political-Leadership-of-the-Poor.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-4_-The-Prophetic-and-Political-Leadership-of-the-Poor.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-4_-The-Prophetic-and-Political-Leadership-of-the-Poor.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-5_-Survival-Strategies-Movement-Building-in-Time-of-Crisis.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-5_-Survival-Strategies-Movement-Building-in-Time-of-Crisis.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-5_-Survival-Strategies-Movement-Building-in-Time-of-Crisis.pdf
https://kairoscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Session-5_-Survival-Strategies-Movement-Building-in-Time-of-Crisis.pdf

No Kings Bible Scriptures

Who Are Our Leaders? What The Bible Has To
Say About Kings

Written by Daniel Jones, Freedom Shul of the Poor

Context: Daniel Jones, Freedom Shul of the Poor, shares in this open letter why it is
especially important, in this moment, to reflect on the passages featured in the Bible
study, “Who Are Our Leaders? What the Bible has to say about Kings.”.

The God of the Hebrew Bible is a God who is found, and whose will is revealed and served, in
the struggle of poor and oppressed people to overthrow the unjust kingdoms of landlords
and creditors. This God is one who accompanies and guides poor and oppressed people as
palaces and temples are torn down, and as the armies of the rich and powerful are cast
down to the bottom of the sea. Again and again, this God calls prophets to denounce and
undermine kingdoms of exploitation - of hoarded wealth and organized brutality. This God
doesn’t dwell in luxurious temples, but alongside the movements of the outcast and
discarded, the debtors and the impoverished, as they struggle to remake the whole of
society into a home humane enough to allow the divine presence within it.

This Bible study series traces that experience of God as it finds expression in the books of
the Hebrew Bible that deal most closely with the emergence of the revolutionary Israelite
movement, the reaction and counter-revolution of the Israelite kingdoms, and the
determined opposition of the early prophets. The focus is especially on Exodus, 1 & 2 Samuel,
1 & 2 Kings, and the prophets of the 8th century BCE (Amos, Micah, Isaiah, and Hosea).

The study group met throughout the Fall of 2024, during the height of the US presidential
election, and this resource guide is being published in January 2025, just before the second
inauguration of Donald Trump as president of the United States. This meant that as we were
studying the Bible, and studying its ancient historical context, we were also of necessity
studying our own economic and political realities today.

The struggle at the heart of the Biblical stories we were reading was over the question of
who would dictate society’s priorities: landlords, creditors, bureaucrats, and generals; or
communities of farmers, shepherds, and manual laborers. The struggle waged by the
ancient prophetic movements against the monarchies of Israel and Judah was over the
basic question of how land and labor and the earth’s abundance would be used: to feed




Who Are Our Leaders?

and clothe and house and care for people, or to build palaces and temples, mansions and
military garrisons for the elite. It was a struggle between forces in society with
fundamentally different ideas of where God dwells, and whose side God is on: Does God
bless injustice, and the hoarding of wealth, and dispossession, and narrow nationalistic
militarism? Or does God command us to break every yoke of oppression, and care for one
another, and give special concern to the poorest among us?

The struggle today is over similar questions: will society be led - and led to its destruction -
by financiers, energy executives, speculators, war-mongers, and tech magnates, or will it be
saved by the world’s poor and increasingly economically outcast majority?

Kings of old and new, especially in times of profound crisis, have often put forward the most
barefaced, self-serving, and extremist answers to these kinds of questions. Blasphemously,
they claim divine support today for their plans to make the rich richer and to grind the faces
of the poor into the dirt by attacking wages and health care, by making being poor a crime,
along with waging political struggle, by carrying out mass deportations, and by denying the
rights and the very existence of LGBTQ+ people. They claim a divine mandate to drive the
nation and the planet onward into the catastrophes of climate crisis and world war.

The sacred texts highlighted in this study series expose the reality that these plans and
policies - many of which have been pursued by Republicans and Democrats alike - are
entirely contrary to God's will and God’s teaching as laid out in the Bible. This is not the way
laid out for us by the God who led the Israelites out of bondage, the God who called Elijah
and Elisha, Isaiah, Micah and Amos. That God demands that we free those who are in
chains, rather than fastening them more tightly.

As a new king is anointed in Washington, D.C. to reign over a society groaning under the
weight of its own injustices, these stories from the Hebrew Bible provide us with comfort, and
the confidence that comes with connecting ourselves to a legacy of struggle that stretches
back over thousands of years. But they also provide us with warnings - we can lose, and we
can fail. They provide us with a breadth of moral and political vision: we are not fighting
against one individual, or political party, but against an entire edifice of injustice that has to
be dismantled and reconstructed on new foundations. And they provide us with instruction
and guidance on how to organize ourselves, on where and how to build power and strength,
on where to find God and how to walk with God toward freedom.

Lat o 4‘
FOR RELIGIONS, RIGHTS & SOCIAL JUSTICE




